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UK faces £50bn divorce bill 


after bowing t 


@ Non-stop talks 
lead to £89bn 
gross settlement 


@ Britain ‘appears 
ready to honour 
share of EU bills’ 


@ May to face 
moment of truth 
at key meeting 


Daniel Boffey and 
Jennifer Rankin Brussels 
Anushka Asthana 


The UK has bowed to EU demands on the 
Brexit divorce bill - in a move that could 
see the UK paying £50bn to Brussels - in 
an attempt to get France and Germany to 
agree to move negotiations to trade. 

Non-stop negotiations behind the 
scenes have led to a broad agreement by 
the UK to a gross financial settlement of 
£89bn on leaving, although the British 
expect the final net bill to be halfas much. 

A senior EU official told the Guardian 
that the UK appeared ready to honour its 
share of the EU’s unpaid bills, loans, pen- 
sion and other liabilities accrued over 44 
years of membership. “We have heard the 
UK wants to come along with the money,” 
the official said. “We have understood it 
covers the liabilities and what we consider 
the real commitments. But we have to see 
the fine print.” 

The bill could total €60bn-65bn 
(£53bn-58bn), although EU officials are 
not discussing numbers and the Brit- 
ish government will fight hard to bring 
the total down. EU sources have spoken 
in recent months of €60-65bn, but both 
sides are trying to avoid talking numbers 
to help the British government deal with 
the potentially toxic political fallout. 

Theresa May achieved agreement from 
key cabinet ministers last week to increase 
the amount the UK was willing to pay. 
However, sources made clear that discus- 
sion at the meeting of her Brexit cabinet 
subcommittee did not include agreeing to 
a particular figure - but instead to signing 


‘T can't eat or sleep’ 
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‘Home Office 
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David Davis, the Brexit secretary, in Downing Street last night, where there are signs of progress Photograph: Rob Pinney/LNP 


up toa method by which the bill could be 
calculated. 

For EU diplomats the moment of truth 
will come at a lunch meeting between 
Theresa May and Jean-Claude Juncker on 
Monday 4 December, when all three Brexit 
divorce issues will be on the table: the 
Brexit bill, the Irish border and protecting 
EU citizens’ rights. If the EU’s chief nego- 
tiator, Michel Barnier, thinks the outcome 
is clear, he could issue his recommenda- 
tion on sufficient progress the same day. 

EU leaders will make the final decision 
ata European council meeting on14 and15 
December, but Barnier’s recommendation 


‘We haven't seen 
anything on paper 
yet, so I'm always 
extremely cautious’ 


to move on to the second phase of Brexit 
talks will be crucial. His decision will trig- 
ger intense discussions in 27 EU capitals, 
involving different government depart- 
ments and, in some cases, parliaments. 

“I think we can reach sufficient pro- 
gress, but again we haven’t seen anything 
on paper yet, so I am always extremely 
cautious,” the EU official said. 

The FT has reported the gross liabilities 
to be more than €100bn, falling to €55- 
€75bn once the UK’s share of EU assets is 
taken into account. 

The signs of agreement on money 
leave the Irish border as the most 
uncertain issue hanging over the talks. EU 
diplomats are uncertain whether the Irish 
government could hold up the process 
by calling on Barnier to refuse sufficient 
progress. “There are lots of different 
signals coming about the possibility of an 
Irish veto,” said one diplomat. “As things 
stand now, I’d say we havea 50/50 chance 
of that happening.” 


A government source said that with 
negotiations continuing there would 
be no comment yet on specific figures. 
Those being cited currently seemed 
“speculative”, the source added. 

Sources close to the member states, 
however, counselled against over- 
optimism about talks moving on at the 
meeting of the EU’s leaders next month. 

The problem of how the British intend 
to avoid a hard Irish border remains 
unsolved, and the Irish Republic is insist- 
ent on a “road map” detailing how No 10 
intends to avoid a new border. 

The British government has ruled out 
Northern Ireland in effect staying in the 
single market and the customs union - as 
Barnier had encouraged in the talks. 

One senior diplomat said: “The divorce 
bill should be fine now. That was the big 


issue. And then it wasn’t. 
The borderisthe big worry. 6060 
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Child knife 

deaths likely 
to be highest 
in nine years 


Caelainn Barr 


Knife crime has killed 35 children and 
teenagers in England and Wales so far 
this year, meaning that 2017 is likely to be 
the worst year for such deaths in nearly 
a decade. 

Official figures exclusively obtained by 
the Guardian suggest that this year will 
be the worst since 2008, when 42 young 
people aged 19 and under lost their lives 
as aresult ofan attack with a knife. 

Sarah Jones, the Labour MP for Croy- 
don Central and chair of the all-party 
parliamentary group on knife crime, 
said: “These figures confirm that this is 
a public health crisis and we need inter- 
vention now, with a 10-year plan to tackle 
the causes as well as the crime? 

The data was released to the Guardian 
followinga10-month negotiation with the 
Home Office and 45 police forces. It was 
obtained as part of Beyond the Blade, a 
year-long Guardian project to document 
the death of every child and teenager 
killed by a knife in the UK. 

Despite knife crime among young 
people being a much-debated topic in 
recentyears, the detailed figures have not 
previously been made publicly available. 
They show that the worst year for deaths 
by knife crime was 2007, when 48 children 
and young people died, meaning that 2017 
will be the third worst year since 1977. 

The first three young people killed by 
knives in 2017 were all white girls outside 
London. Katie Rough, seven, was the first 
of the three. Her killer, who was 15, was 
given a life sentence with a minimum 
detention of five years after her own law- 
yer said there was no other clear means of 
protecting the public. 

The court heard that a full psychiatric 
assessment had been requested for the 
killer, and that the possibility of psychosis 
was flagged a month before Katie’s death, 
but no investigation was carried out. 

The figures have emerged within a 
wider context of rising crime. There was 
a 13% increase in police recorded crime 
in England and Wales and a 20% rise in 
violence against the person in the year to 
June 2017. 

“Over nearly 40 years since 1977, some 
1,000 young people died after being 
stabbed - around one young person every 
fortnight,” said Richard Garside, director 
of the Centre for Crime and Justice Stud- 
ies. “This has been pretty consistent over 
time, regardless of policing tactics or 
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